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On behalf of the People of Athenry and Galway East, I would like to warmly welcome my government colleague and friend, Mr. Martin Cullen, T.D., Minister for Transport, to our beautiful and historic Town.

Today, is a red-letter day for the People of the West and indeed the entire Region, as we mark the beginning of the first Phase of the re-opening of the Western Rail Corridor, between Ennis Co. Clare, Athenry Co. Galway and ultimately to Counties Mayo and Sligo.

I have represented the People of East Galway, in Dáil Eireann, for almost 25 years and throughout my time in Public life, I have constantly reiterated the need to redevelop this vital Transport Route, going back to a Public address, which I made in this Town, to the Boards of both CIE and Iarnród Éireann, along with the wider Community, when we were launching the Western Freight Corridor, on September 5,th 1994, some twelve years ago, to the month. 

I am delighted and privileged to be part of a Government which has recognised the enormous Economic and Social Benefits, that will accrue, to us all in the west, through the reopening of the Western Rail Corridor and in a wider context, the roll out of the multi-billion euro Transport 21 for our area.

The reopening of the Rail line, from Ennis to Claremorris, is at the very core of Transport 21, which will transform the way that we move our People and Goods, throughout this Island, for many years to come.

This Government and our Party in Government, has long recognised that our Western Region, is a priority for Investment, going back to the 1960’s and later through inclusion in the BMW Region, the National Development Plan, has been pumping massive resources into the West, to ensure it enjoys a modern infrastructure, for a modern era.

This is the context, in which Transport 21 and its flagship Project, the reopening of the Western Rail Corridor, is being delivered.

It is no exaggeration to say that today, we mark the commencement of one of the most significant developments for the West, in over a Century.

We now begin the first Phase of a multi million Euro Project that will eventually see Ennis, linked onto Claremorris and further afield, by Rail. The benefits and spin-offs for thousands of our People will be enormous, not least improvements in Quality of Life, as well as Economic Advances, from Industrial Investment and Tourism.

This first Phase of this great Project, which will run from Ennis to here in Athenry, is in itself a considerable undertaking and will involve two new Stations, and the upgrading of almost 40 miles of Track, as well as extensive renovation of Fencing, Signalling, Bridges and Level Crossings.

By the end of 2008, as well as the development of the Galway Commuter Rail Service, between Galway and Athenry, the work now being undertaken will allow for the introduction of Scheduled Train Services, between Limerick and Galway and the enhancement of existing Commuter Services, between Ennis and Limerick.

By 2014, when the full Western Rail Corridor will be reopened, Commuter Rail Services in this Region will be transformed, allowing for a Commuter Rail Service from Ennis through Gort; and from Claremorris through Tuam, both linking into Athenry; with existing Commuter Rail Services, from Athlone to Galway City.

And of course it is not just the Rail infrastructure in this Region, that is getting a make over. Minister Martin Cullen is also overseeing extensive improvements in the Atlantic Road Corridor, as well as the upgrading of the Oranmore N18 Route to Gort, Shannon and Limerick in the South, linking in with Northern traffic.

Over €500 million has been allocated for the Ballinasloe to Galway Motorway, which will be almost 60 Km in length and will run south of Athenry and sweep across, north of the Mellows Agricultural Centre and Westwards to Galway City, and link with the N18 from Northern Ireland, just down the Road. We also plan to alleviate traffic congestion here in Athenry town, through the construction of a €20 million link Road, which will connect with the N6 Motorway, going Eastwards.

The Transport infrastructure of the West of Ireland is experiencing revolutionary change. This Government is responding to the needs of a growing Population, with so many competing demands, through a carefully planned Programme of Strategic Investment.

Today, marks the commencement of series of Projects along the Western Rail Corridor, which when completed, will breath further new life, into this Region.

I want again to compliment Minister Cullen for his leadership and vision in driving this Project and extend my good wishes to Irish Rail and the many Contractors, who will be involved over the coming years, in fulfilling this very exciting arrival, for the West of Ireland. 

Ends.
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