Athenry Parish Newsletter
26th 27th November, 2005.
1st Sunday of Advent.
Athenry Church. 
	Sat 26th
	 7.30p.m.
	Mike Hoade & deceased of the Hoade Family, (requested by the Ballygurrane Residents).

	Sun 27th
	10.00a.m.
	Kathleen Higgins, Prospect (1st Anniversary).

	 
	11.30a.m.
	People of the Parish.

	 
	 7.30p.m.
	Sean & Tom Forde, Carnaun.

	Mon 28th
	10.00a.m.
	Martin & Mai Glynn, Northgate St.

	 
	 7.15p.m.
	Annie Shaughnessy, Cahertubber.

	Tue 29th
	 8.00a.m.
	Private Intention.

	 
	10.00a.m.
	Patrick & Sarah Connell, Castle Lambert.

	Wed 30th
	10.00a.m.
	Thomas Flood, Derrydonnell.

	 
	 7.15p.m.
	Babies Remembrance Mass.

	Thu 1st
	 8.00a.m.
	Michael & Michael John Kindregan, Cahertubber.

	 
	10.00a.m.
	May & Gretta Fahy, Raheen.

	Fri 2nd
	10.00a.m.
	Frank Hardiman & deceased of the Family, Clough, Gurteen.

	 
	 7.15p.m.
	Tommy O Shea, Cahertubber.

	 
	 8.00p.m.
	Nonie Higgins & deceased family members, Castle Lambert (celebrated by Fr. Richie Higgins).

	Sat 3rd
	10.00a.m.
	Austin Higgins, Ballydavid.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Pakie Grealish, London & Lisheenkyle.

	Sun 4th
	10.00a.m.
	Private Intention.

	 
	11.30a.m.
	People of the Parish.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Tommy & Mary Grealish, Lisheenkyle.


Newcastle Church.
	Sat 26th
	  8.00p.m.
	Thomas & Margaret Kelly & deceased of the Family, Tiaquin.

	Sun 27th
	10.30a.m.
	John & Julia Langan & deceased of the family, Laughtenora.

	Sat 3rd
	  8.00p.m.
	Joe & Sadie Burke.

	Sun 4th
	10.30a.m.
	Peter & Margaret Morris & the Donnellan Family, Newcastle.


No 8a.m. Mass on Wednesday.  Remembrance Mass for babies at 7.15p.m.

	We pray for our dead

	Heidi O Shea, Barna (grand-niece of Peter Healy, Carmel Ruane, Bernie Ruane & Claire Healy).

	May They Rest In Peace.


The Offertory Collection in Athenry last weekend amounted to €3930 and €775 in Newcastle. Thank you for your support for the upkeep of the parish.

Padre Pio Novena: Monday 5th December at 7.15p.m.  Mass, Rosary and Benediction.  Calendars and Christmas Cards for sale after Mass.

Next Friday is the first Friday. Mass in Athenry at 7.15p.m.  Confession on Thursday, 7.30p.m,. – 8p.m. in Athenry Church.

Confessions:
Primary Schools: Monday 12th, Thursday 15th & Friday 16th December.

Secondary Schools: Wednesday 14th December
Athenry – Penitential Service: Thursday 22nd December at 8p.m.

Newcastle – Confession: Wednesday 8p.m.

Holy Communion Calls to the Sick: Monday 19th.
Christmas Pageant: Wednesday 21st at 7p.m.

Choir.
Christmas is coming.  Practice on Thursday at 8p.m.  all members attend please.  New members welcome.

Time Out for Advent.  There will be a quiet prayer and reflection on the Mondays of Advent from 6.15p.m. – 7p.m. in the Jubilee Room.  All are welcome.
CHY2 Forms.  Thanks to all the parishioners who have returned their CHY2 Forms.  There was a great response.  If there are any other forms to be returned please do so as soon as possible.

Facing the Future Together.  We would like to thank all the parishioners who took part in the two parish meeting during the week, Newcastle and Athenry on Monday and Wednesday nights.  For giving of your time, interest and participation in planning to face the future of our parish together as two priests we value your encouragement, insights and participation.  We are all very grateful to Helen Rutledge for facilitating the meetings and doing an excellent job.


Mile Buiochas.

Prayer For the Holy Souls in Purgatory in the Church of the Assumption Athenry every Sunday from 

5.30p.m. – 6.15p.m.  All are welcome. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed.  You are encouraged to come and spend some time in prayer in thanksgiving for God’s Blessings during the year and also to pray for the homes of the parish, especially families coping with sickness and for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

Rosary Beads.   Thanks to all the families who pray the rosary regularly.  We are grateful to the group of people who are involved the sale of Rosary Beads this weekend. 

Questions People are Asking.
Why is our parish being served by fewer priests?

We got so used to seeing a new priest arrive when a priest was changed that we never questioned how it worked.  That new priest came from another parish, but that does not happen now, nor will it in the foreseeable future.  The simple truth is that priests are not there anymore.

What is happening in other parishes?  The number of priests in parishes all over the diocese is being steadily reduced.  There are 56 parishes in the Archdiocese of Tuam.  Twenty years ago, they were served by 141 priests.  Today they are served by 98, a drop of 30%.

What are the implications of this situation?  We cannot pretend that nothing will change as a result of that fall in the number of priests in active ministry.  Weekend Masses have had to be reduced all over the diocese, a drop in the number of Masses of 20% over twenty years.  Some churches have lost their Sunday mass and retained their Vigil Mass and four churches in our diocese no longer have a weekend Mass at all.  The bottom line is that retaining the same number of Masses as heretofore is not any longer an option.  The diocese does not have the priests to do so.
In the years 2001 – 2011 there will be one priest ordained for our diocese and a further fifteen priests presently in active ministry will have reached 75 years, retirement age in our diocese.

Guidelines for the Diocese:

· Parishes are requested to review the number of Masses and Mass-times in each parish as a whole – where there is more than one church. (An hour and a half between each Mass).

· The number of Masses are to be determined on the basis of established need rather than convenience.

· To make people aware that the same level of service nor the same number of Masses cannot be provided with fewer numbers of priests.

· Where a parish has two priests, mass times should be so arranged so that one priest could cover in the event of a special need.

· The need to cluster parishes so that a priest can become available to celebrate a weekend Mass in a neighbouring parish in the event of a priest being sick, attending a conference, taking a holiday.

Advent Talks: Waiting in Expectation.

An opportunity to enter into the spirit of Advent and to take time to reflect on this season of hope is being offered to the people of the parish and your friends.  A special invitation to all who are involved in various parish ministries – Baptism Group, Parent groups, Prayer Groups, Ministers of the Eucharist, Readers, Choirs & Music.  All are welcome.

When:
Tuesdays: Nov. 29th, Dec. 6th and Dec. 13th.

Where:
The Canton Hall.  Time:
8p.m. – 9.15p.m.

Speaker:
Msgr. Joe Pollard.

Advent begins this weekend – the four weeks preparing for the Christmas and the Coming of Christ.  We speak of Christ as being the Light of the World.  How can we bring light to our lives?  The Advent Wreath, which is lit, can help us.  Each succeeding week, we light another candle, symbolically giving more light, until on Christmas Eve, all five candles are lit.  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  “Keep Watch with the Lord” this advent by spending time in the Chapel of Adoration.  Thursday to Sunday: 10a.m. – 9p.m
Christmas Pageant. Rehearsals for our Christmas Pageant will be on Wednesday from 6p.m. – 7p.m. in Athenry Church.  

St. Vincent de Paul Collection.

This collection will be taken up all Masses on December 10th/11th.  The appeal is made to all adults and families, retired and children.  In particular, the appeal is made to all young wage earners.  The challenge is to bring help in a sensitive and confidential way where needs are “hidden”.  Your assistance is welcome by the Society as a discreet third-party to act as a “Link Person” and bring help to people who are in need.  You are required to respond as generously as you can.  The test of a living faith is how far it makes us more sensitive towards homes and families who feel powerless and in need.  How much should I give?  Finally, that is between you and God.  

GIVE A LITTLE………..IT WILL HELP A LOT

Newcastle Meeting.  Following feedback from a large section of the community regarding reduction in Masses in Newcastle a special meeting has been arranged in Newcastle Community Centre on Thursday night next, 1st December at 8.30p.m.

Chernobyl Childrens Trust. Information evening in the Meadow Court Hotel on 30th November at 8p.m.  All are welcome.
Sunflower Chernobyl Appeal. A public meeting for prospective host parents will take place:

When:
Tuesday 29th November

Time:
9p.m.

Where: Kinsella’s Bar, Main St., Loughrea.

Details from Pat Dillon (087) 4172307 or John Harris (091) 841961.

Athenry PTAA are celebrating 70 years in existence early next year.  We would like all members who are celebrating Golden and silver Jubilee to contact one of the following members before 15th December: Gabriel Ryan (091) 845378; Eamon Brady (091) 844808 or Mary Hansberry (091) 844962.

Athenry Parish Sports & Community Games.

AGM will be held in the Canton Hall on Monday 28th November at 8.30p.m.  New members welcome.

You’re a Star.  Congratulations to Marilyn Bane for reaching the finals of the You’re a Star Competition on RTE One.  Marilyn will feature on the programme on Sunday next at 6.30p.m. and would appreciate your votes on the day.  Marilyn is playing the lead role in Athenry Musical Society’s forthcoming production of “Me and My Girl”.

Christmas Flowers Demonstration by Richard Haslam in the Castlegate Hotel on Wednesday 30th November at 8p.m.  Proceeds in aid of “Soilse”.

Athenry Credit Union Annual General Meeting takes place on Monday 28th November in the Raheen Woods at 8p.m.
Christmas Party.  Athenry Community Care invite all Senior citizens to join them for their Christmas Party in the Castlegate Hotel on Sunday 11th December.  Mass is at 3p.m. and is followed by dinner and dance.  Music by Kevin Rohan.  All are welcome.
Coldwood and Friends 6th Annual Social in the Newpark Hotel Athenry on Saturday 3rd December at 8p.m. sharp.  Tickets €25.  For details contact (091) 846034.
Fr. Tony King PP              (091) 844076


Fr. Ciaran Blake CC         (091) 844169
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