Athenry Parish Newsletter


1st/2nd January, 2005.

2nd Sunday of Christmas.

Athenry Church.

	Sat 1st
	  7.30p.m.
	Baby Alayna Kilbane & deceased of the Molloy & Kilbane Families.

	Sun 2nd
	10.00a.m.
	Tara Naughton (1st Anniversary) & deceased of the Naughton & Finn Families, Skeaghadereen.

	 
	11.30a.m.
	People of the Parish.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Michael & Nora Gurley & their daughter, Angela, Boyhill.

	Mon 3rd
	10.00a.m.
	Nonie & Joe Cullinane, Mountbrowne.

	 
	  7.15p.m.
	Padre Pio Novena.

	Tue 4th
	10.00a.m.
	Mai & Michael Gardiner.

	Wed 5th
	10.00a.m.
	Frank & Jane Kilkelly & deceased of the Kilkelly & Doyle Families.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Joseph O Carroll, Fenit & Athenry.

	Thu 6th
	10.00a.m.
	Margaret Rabbitte, Carnaun 

(1st Anniversary).

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Bridget Kelly, Castle Lambert.

	Fri 7th
	10.00a.m.
	Deceased of the Donnelly Family, Dun Ri & Kilkenny.

	 
	  7.15p.m.
	Thomas & Bridget Curry & deceased of the Curry & Kelly Families, Moorpark & Newford.

	Sat 8th
	10.00a.m.
	John Cahalan, Castle Ellen.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Molly Lormier, Clarin Crescent (Months Mind).

	Sun 9th
	10.00a.m.
	Private Intention.

	 
	11.30a.m.
	People of the Parish.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Edward & Margaret Mc Donagh & their daughter, Marguerite, Coshla.


Newcastle Church.

	Sat 1st
	  8.00p.m.
	Ann Nolan.

	Sun 2nd
	10.30a.m.
	Private Intention.

	Wed 5th
	 8.00p.m.
	Thomas, Margaret & Norah Jordan, Shudane.

	Thu 6th
	10.30a.m.
	Jack Madden & deceased of the Madden Family, Bengarra.

	Sat 8th
	  8.00p.m.
	Fr. Pat Murphy, Cork & Tiaquin & deceased of the Murphy Family, Tiaquin.

	Sun 9th
	10.30a.m.
	Michael Kindregan & deceased of the Family, Cahertubber.


Challenge of 2005.

Coming together is Beginning.

Keeping together is Progress

Working together is Success    (Jane Fonda).

	We pray for our dead

	Paddy Shaughnessy, Cahertubber & Australia 

(brother of Mattie Shaughnessy & Bridie Kindregan, Cahertubber);

	Peter Costello, Cartymore 

(father of Ann Mc Namara & Mary Jo Costello);

	May they Rest In Peace


Padre Pio Novena:

Monday 5th January at 7.15p.m.

Mass, Rosary & Benediction.

January 6th: Feast of the Epiphany and a Holyday of Obligation.

Mass Times:
Vigil Mass:


Athenry:
 7.30p.m. 
Newcastle: 8p.m.
Athenry 10a.m. & 7.30p.m.


Newcastle: 10.30a.m.

Please Note:

There will be no 11.30a.m. Mass on the Feast of the Epiphany nor on Holy Days in future.

Friday next is the First Friday.

Mass in Athenry Church at 10a.m. and 7.15p.m.

Confession.

Athenry Church on Thursday evening, 

7.30p.m. – 8p.m.

No visitation of the Sick and housebound this month.

The Offertory Collection in Athenry last Weekend amounted to €3,110 (342 envelopes) and €450 in Newcastle, (56 envelopes). Thank you for your support for the upkeep of the parish.

The Spirituality of Everyday Life.

What do we mean when we speak about Spirituality?  How do we recognise and live spiritually at the heart of daily life?

A course beginning on January 24th 2005.

Where:
GMIT Galway, 7.30p.m. – 9.30p.m.

How Long:
Ten consecutive Mondays, to include Lent

By:

Ms. Unity Doherty.

(See Church Notice Board).

Thanks.

We wish to thank all the Mass Servers and their parents, families and teachers for all their services to the Churches of the Parish.  We are grateful to you all.

The New Year – 2005.
We wish you peace of mind, good health, the courage to cope, the support of good neighbours and the blessing of God to face the New Year.  Be assured of being remembered in our prayers and Masses as we journey together into 2005.  We are grateful for your kindness, your support and above all your friendship as we work together in building the kingdom of God in the Parish of Athenry.

Frs. Tony, John, Ciaran.  

Priests Christmas Collection.  

The Priests wish to thank the parishioners who contributed to their Christmas Collection.  A number of people seem to have overlooked returning their envelopes.  You are welcome to do so as soon as you can.
Parish Envelopes.

The new boxes begin this weekend.  If you have not received a box please call to the Sacristy.  We make a strong appeal to you to make use of the envelopes as your way of supporting the Parish and maintaining the services.  Thank you for using the Parish Envelope.  Thanks to all who helped out in the distribution.  We are grateful.

The New Year – 2005.  A Blessing:

May you listen to your longing to be free.

May the frames of your belonging be large enough for the dreams of your soul.

May you arise each day with a voice of blessing whispering in your heart that something good is going to happen to you.

May the mansion of your soul never become a haunted place

May you know the eternal longing that is at your heart of time.

May there be kindness in your gaze when you look within.

May you never place walls between the light and yourself.

May your Angel free you from the prisons of guilt, fear, disappointment and despair.

May you allow the wild beauty of the invisible world to gather your, mind you and embrace you in belonging.

Trocaire Appeal.

Parishioners who wish to contribute towards the South East Asia and African disaster, might enclose their contribution in an envelope marked “Trocaire Appeal” and bring it to the church or drop it into the Sacristy in Athenry or Newcastle by next weekend.

Questions People Ask.

Who were the three wise men?  Were they kings or astrologers?

Matthew’s gospel tells of some wise men from the east coming to adore the new-born king.  Since three gifts were mentioned it has been presumed that they were three.  We really know nothing with certainty about their background.  Matthew uses their story to illustrate the journey from paganism to the adoration of Christ.  A religion based on observing the stars brought them a certain distance.  They needed the guidance of Jewish revelation to go further.  Eventually, they bowed in adoration before the child of Bethlehem.  

Soilse Disco.

Disco in the New Park Hotel on Friday 7th January, 9p.m. – 11p.m.  All are welcome.

Failte.

We welcome all visitors to our Parish during the Christmas season.  May you experience the hospitality of the people and leave Athenry with good memories.

Marriages in 2005.

At least 3 – 6 months notice should be given of the date and time of marriage.  Contact should be made with any of the priests in the parish to make arrangements, papers, marriage preparation courses etc.  Marriages will not be celebrated on Sunday unless in very exceptional circumstances.

Please note: At least 3 months notice of the date of marriage must be given to the Civil Registrar in Athenry: Ms. Eilish O Neill.

The Star over the Arch.

Thanks to the Project Society for the Star over the Arch.  A beautiful Christmas symbol in a magnificent setting.  Your work is appreciated.

Christmas Lights in Athenry.

Thanks to the Community Council for all their work in decorating Athenry with Christmas Lighting, which created a lovely atmosphere.  Well Done
Annual Mummers Festival.

The Festival takes place in New Inn Leisure Centre on Saturday 8th January at 8p.m. for Senior Groups and Sunday 9th January at 2.30p.m. for Junior Groups.  A great festival of traditional entertainment is guaranteed in a comfortable and well-heated venue.

Fr. Tony King PP	              (091) 844076


Fr. John O Gorman CC      (091) 844227


Fr. Ciaran Blake CC           (091) 844169


Website Address: www.athenry.net	








