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Athenry  
	Sun 26th
	10.00a.m.
	Private Intention

	 
	11.30a.m.
	Private Intention

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	People of the Parish

	Sat 1st
	  7.30p.m.
	Margaret Lally late of Rathgorgan, Athenry & England (Month’s Mind)

	Sun 2nd
	11.00a.m.
	Private Intention

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	People of the Parish


Newcastle

	Sun 26th
	10.00a.m.
	James & Maizie Corbett. 

Jack & Jimmy Curran

	 Sun 2nd
	 10.00a.m.
	 Thomas &               Margaret Kelly,Tiaquin.


	We Pray for Our Dead

	Michael Goebel, Minnesota, U.S.A.                               (nephew of Eoin Breslin, Cullairbaun) 

	Joseph Fahy, Loughrea (Uncle of Eileen Keane & Cousin of Kathleen, Josie & Bridie Kennedy).

	Leo Mac Cawley, Sutton  (Brother of Mary Finnerty,                     Clarke Street)

	Sarah Gannon, England (Sister of Peter Jennings, Coldwood)

	May they Rest in Peace


The 10.00a.m Masses Monday to Saturday will be offered for the Anniversaries, which occur during this week.   

Loren White-Moloney, 17, Gort na Rí (Month’s Mind)

Kathleen Mannion, Ard Aoibhinn.

Una Conlon, Ard Aoibhinn.

Michael Mc Grath, Prospect & all the deceased          members of the Mc Grath & Keane Families.

Alice & Dan Delaney, Clamparpark.

Joe Callanan, Rockfield.

Mary & James Bane, Cartymore.

Queenie & Gabe Browne, Cross Street & Son                 Greg Browne.

Martin Lynch, The Square.

Ann Nolan, Currantarmuid.

Jackie Hession, The Square & the deceased of the Hession & Barrett Families.

The Offertory Collection in Athenry last weekend amounted to €2632.00 and €420.00 in Newcastle. Thank you for your support for the upkeep of the Parish.

Readings for next weekend.
Eccles (Sir) 24:1-2, 8-12. Ps 147. Eph 1:3-6, 15-18.            Jn 11-18.

Sacrament of Reconciliation- Confessions

Athenry- Church of the Assumption

Saturday:   10.30-11.00a.m (after Novena Mass)                              

                    7.00- 7.20p.m. (Before Vigil Mass)

First Friday:  6.50- 7.10p.m. (After Mass)                                          or by Appointment: 091- 844076 –091 844227                                 
Newcastle- Church of the Immaculate Conception.                 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confessions                  

Before 10.00 a.m. Mass on Sunday & 8.30p.m.    

Altar Mass Servers- Athenry- Weekend  1st & 2nd Jan

Sat 7.30p.m.  Patrick Holland, Martin Cullen, Ciaran Donohue
Sun 11.00a.m Niamh Hannon, Magdelena Ligezowska,  Melissa Ward, Nicoal Gill.

Sun   7.30p.m.  Keith Hession, Conor Tully, Seamus Carty.

Newcastle Church-Altar Servers 
Sun 2nd 10.00a.m.  Megan Waldron, Stephanie Quinn,              Sarah Harte.
Masses for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day:   

Christmas Eve - Athenry       

                              7.00& 9.00.p.m.

Sat –December 25th -Christmas Day- Athenry    

                            10.00 & 11.30a.m.        

  No Evening Mass on Christmas Day in Athenry
 Sunday 26th- St Stephen’s Day             

                         10.00a.m.11.30a.m & 7.30p.m.

Newcastle                               
December 24th:      8.30p.m.
December 25th:    10.00a.m.

Radio Link – 106.5FM

For the sick and housebound Mass from Athenry Church can be heard on 106.5 FM.

Parish Ministries

Eucharistic Ministers.- January- 2011
Sat. 7.30p.m. Angela Burke, Dymphna Waters, Ann Caulfield,             Barbara Coyne, Michael Mulryan, 

Sun. 11.00a.m Pat Lyons, Teresa Coppinger,                            | Assumpta Dooley,  Joe Healy, Peggy Healy,

Kathleen Kennedy.

Sun. 7.30p.m. Bridie Brady, Eamon Brady, Geraldine Coyne,  Anne Kelly, Maria Rohan.

Readers - 

Sat. 7.30p.m.
         Niamh Coffey

Sun. 11.00a.m.
         Margaret Seery

Sun. 7.30p.m.
         John & Helen Geraghty.

Ministers of the Offerings

Sat 7.30p.m.                 Sean Corbett & Paddy Gardiner
Sun 11.00a.m.              Alfie Deehan & Gerry Dooley
Sun 7.30p.m.               Michael Healy & Peter Kelly

Altar Society               Mary Mc Govern & Ann Hession

Newcastle Church

Eucharistic Ministers         January
Sun 2th                                   Deirdre Ryan                 

Sun 9th                                     Maura Ryan

Sun 16th                                 Maureen Monaghan

Sun 23rd                                    Mary Gannon
Sun 30th                                    Florrie O’Shea
Readers

Sun 2nd                                     Bernie O’Donnell             

Sun 9th                                       Pearse Mulhall

Sun 16th                                    Peadar Monaghan

Sun 23rd                                    Marie Moore

Sun 30th                                  Mary Glynn
Altar Society              Ministers of the Offerings
Ann Byrne                    Billy Caulfield

Mary Gannon               Mattie Gannon

Carmel  Gannon 

Phil Jordan

Maura Burke           

Diocesan Youth Council 

 Weather pemitting on Tuesday Dec 28th the Tochar Walk begins at Ballintubber to Aughagower beginning at 10.45 @ Ballintubber Abbey . Why not join the group. Bus return. Good boots and raingear essential. 

The Blessings of the Season

We take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas.  We welcome home all the family members and visitors.

Athenry Community Training Centre would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas!  

Note:  the office reopens on Wednesday 5th January and classes start week commencing 17th January 2011.

Tel: 091 845422.

Resolution Run 1.1.11 -  5k Run New Years Day

Monivea RFC and Renmore Gymnastics Club announce the first running of Ireland’s Resolution Run

Children's Run (1K) will also take place on the same day.  Starting time for this race is 12:00 noon.  Full details on www.resolutionrun.ie website.

Join us in Renmore on the 1st of  January 2011 at 1.11pm.

Glasses lost in Church Street area on Friday 10th

If found, please leave in to Sacristy or Parish Office,               St Mary’s, Church Street.

Ballroom Dance Lessons

· Waltz

· Jive

· Quickstep

· Foxtrot and Tango

Starts in Athenry Community Hall on Thursday 

January 6th @ 8.00p.m. Beginners and Intermediates
Phone 087 9761692.

Christmas Carol to the Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit, dwelling within us

let the heart within our breast

beat but our constant word of love for you

As in the awakening of the Springtime

your faint perfume comes in promise

as you open up your orchid gifts to us

You come not ever on your own

but with the father and his Likeness Word

all Three are one in union

Your mercy is unwearied

of our crass ingratitude

Your fire is a depthless Love

Your voice is gentle whisper

soft melting is our weakening soul

Surprising our most secret joy

These words I write are as leaves rustling

with your Moving- as the wind

From where?- To where? – who knows?

When it is at last we gather

one breathless family alight with joy

And we all see each other with your eyes of love

        Virgin Mother Mary

Kneeling here beside the Crib

Hold close for us your Spouse’s love.

Irish Blood Transfusion Service

The Raheen Woods Hotel, Athenry, Co Galway

On Thursday the 30th of December 2010

From 5.00p.m. to 8.30p.m.
PLEASE NOTE CLINIC DAY AND TIMES

Prayer for our Country

God our Father

Continue to make your presence felt among us              at this moment  in our history.

Be close to all those charged with discerning             the way forward for our nation and our people.

Remind us of the many talents and resources                that continue to be found                                                      in the citizens of our country.

In your son Jesus Christ may we be mindful                  of the need for solidarity with one another,                     most especially the vulnerable and the needy.

Steady our nerve in these days                                          and point out to us the shortcomings of fear and panic alone.

Help us to achieve a true 

and sustainable perspective                                           as our future path unfolds.

May each of us realise afresh our ability                            to make a difference                                                    through participation in family, in parish, 

in the  wider community and in our state. 

In your Holy Spirit guide officials                                     and political representatives,                                        local volunteers and community groups.

Mobilise among us a reawakened belief and patriotism

as we seek to become again                                              the people you call us to be.

Lead us as committed, caring citizens,                        sharers of an agreed, open, workable plan                       that is respectful and open to all.

Family Prayer

We give you thanks Lord God,

who has blessed us

with life and love.

You have given us the gift of

the family.

Help us to nurture and protect,

to guide and to love each other.

Through the intercession of the

Holy Family,

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,

protect us.

Give us wisdom and courage,

Joy and faithfulness

In responding to our special vocation as a

Christian family,

So that we may help each other

to grow in grace and love

to the Glory of God.

                                            Amen

Mystery of Love

Too often people are brought up with a wrong concept of  God and their reaction to him is one of fear or apprehension.  This can take many years to break down. The simple thought that God loves me and the words used to describe human love such as warmth, intensity, strong, unreserved, all have a meaning in describing God’s love.  It is quite literally true that no one can, or will ever, love me more than God does; nor will any experience of mine ever, even in the dimmest way, reflect God’s love for me.  There are no limits to God.

When we ponder on what the Gospel tells us of Our Lord, we cannot fail to be moved and reassured .  In Luke Chapter 15 we see how enormously sensitive he was to tax collectors and sinners.  Anyone who feels depressed and fears rejection by God should read quietly the whole of that chapter.  There we read of the Shepherd’s concern

for the one sheep out of a fold of a hundred which has strayed.  The sheep maybe lost in fog or wandering aimlessly, but the shepherd is always in search of it. No matter how desperate our plight, we may always rely on the love which will never tire of seeking us out. 

Whatever maybe the burden of sin or guilt we carry, God is always there waiting for us.  He waits, he does not force.

Love is an art to be learned. It is a giving experience,              a selfless act.

Every experience of love gives us yet another glimpse of the meaning of love in God himself.

Human love is an instrument we can use to explore the mystery of love which God is. 

