PARISH NEWSLETTER                                                  

  16th/17th April  2011                                          

Fr Tony King PP
  (091) 844076
Fr Charlie Mc Donnell      (091) 844227

Email: athenryparish@gmail.com
Website Address: www.athenryparish.ie 
Athenry  

	Sat 16th
	   7.30p.m.
	Private Intention

	Sun 17th
	11.00a.m.
	Private Intention

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	People of the Parish

	Thurs 21
	  8.00p.m.
	Kitty Greensmith,                     Gort na Ri. (1st Anniv) 

	Fri 22nd
	  8.00p.m.
	Good Friday

	Sat 23rd
	  9.00p.m.
	Easter Vigil 

	Sun 24th
	  9.00a.m.

 11.00a.m.
	Easter Sunday


Newcastle

	Sun 17th
	10.00a.m.
	Paddy & Jimmy Molloy, Shudane.

	Sat 23rd
	9.00p.m.
	Easter Vigil

	Sun 24th
	10.00a.m.
	Easter Sunday

	1st May
	10.00a.m.
	Michael Murphy & the deceased members of the Murphy Family, Shudane.


	We Pray for Our Dead

	Jackie Monaghan, Caheroyan,

	Sr Katherine Burke, Presentation Sister, late of Presentation College, Athenry.

	Sr Catherine Leonard, Presentation Sister, late  of Presentation Primary School, Athenry.

	Teresa (Tess) Carroll (née O'Hagan) Oranmore (Mother of Vincent Carroll, Derrydonnell &                                         Brian Carroll, Moanbaun)

	Beatrice Cunney, Foxford. (Sister of Tom Cunney, Mountain West.)

	Dara & Suzanne Geary, Shudane on the death of their  baby son Joey Dara)

	May they Rest in Peace


The 10.00a.m Masses Monday to Saturday will be offered for the Anniversaries, which occur during this week.

John Joe White, Old Church Street.

Bridgie & Mattie Feeney, Church Street & deceased of the Glynn and Feeney Families.

Tom Mc Namara, Ballydavid.

Micky Hession, Raheen.

Readings for next weekend.

Acts:10:34,37-43. Ps117. Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6 8. Jn 20:1-9

The Offertory Collection in Athenry last weekend amounted to €2903.00 and €530.00  in Newcastle.Thank you for your support for the upkeep of the Parish.
Altar Servers-Weekend of the 23/24th April,2011-Athenry.
Sat 9.00p.m Sean Fitzsimons, Brandon Lee, Daire Madden
Sun 11.00a.m  Niamh Donnellan, Ciara  Kelly, Aoife O’Farrell.

Sun  7.30p.m Matthew Loughnane, Patrick Holland, Martin Cullen, Ciaran Donoghue. 

Divine Mercy. The Divine Mercy Novena begins on  Good Friday and there are leaflets available at the Church Door. In appreciation of the Divine Mercy Group in our Parish the Relic of St Faustina is enthroned for the Divine Mercy devotions at the evening Mass on the first Friday of the month. Devotion to the  Sacred Heart and the Divine Mercy is a special tradition in Irish Homes and you are encouraged to have a picture of the Sacred Heart or Divine Mercy in your home and to attend the First Friday Mass and devotions in Athenry Church.
Newcastle Church-Altar Servers.Sat 23rd. @ 9.00p.m.                          Stephanie Quinn,Sarah Harte, Cassidy Mahon
Sun 24th.Andrea Glancy, Niamh Hickey,Jessica Cunningham

Sacrament of Reconciliation- Confessions –

Athenry-Church of the Assumption:                          Saturday:10.30-11.00a.m (after Novena Mass)                             7.00- 7.20p.m. (Before Vigil Mass)

First Friday 6.50-7.10pm (after Mass) or by appointment.                         091 844076-091 844227                                                                   Newcastle Church of the Immaculate Conception.                     Sacrament of Reconciliation-Confessions .                                          Before 10.00am Mass & 8.30p.m.                                                                                                 

Holy Week Calls to the Sick and Housebound will be made by Frs Tony & Charlie on the 18th/19th April.

Holy Week Schedule 2011 – St. Mary’s Parish Athenry & Newcastle

Ceremonies in both Churches unless otherwise indicated.

Palm Sunday Masses at normal times. 
The white palm crosses which will be distributed on Palm Sunday can be opened and written on, these crosses can be returned to the Church during Holy Week and placed around the cross on Good Friday, as a symbol of uniting our crosses with the cross of Christ.  They will then be burned in the Easter fire on Holy Saturday night as a symbol of the light of Easter overcoming death and pain.

Monday 

10.00am

            Mass (Athenry only)
7.15pm


            Mass

7.45.pm

            Penitential Service 

                                                   &Confessions  

Tuesday & Wednesday            

10.00am

           Mass (Athenry only)
Holy Thursday
10.00am
Morning Prayer of the Church (Athenry only)
  8.00pm
Celebration of the Last Supper followed by removal of the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of repose.

Good Friday-  a Day of Fast & Abstinence
10.00am
        Morning Prayer of the Church

                                      (Athenry only)

3.00pm

Stations of the Cross

                                       (Confessions at Newcastle after        

                                        Stations of the Cross.) 

8.00pm
          Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

                                      Collection for Holy Places

                                      Because of the conflict in the Holy 

                                      Land an appeal is being made to                             

                                      support the upkeep and 

                                      Restoration of the Holy Places at 

                                      The 8.00p.m Liturgy of Good Fri               

                                      Collection after Holy Communion.

10.00pm

Prayer around the Cross
Holy Saturday10.00am 
Morning Prayer of the Church   (Athenry only)
12.00pm – 3.00pm
Confessions (Athenry only)
  9.00pm

Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday: 6.00a.m. Dawn Mass at Lady’s Well  
(Weather permitting). Mass on Easter Sunday  @ 9.00a.m. & @11.00am & no 7.30p.m Mass on Easter Sunday.
Newcastle First Communion will be at 11.30a.m.

on Sunday May 8th. The 10.00a.m. Mass will go ahead as usual on that Sunday.

Priests Easter Collection

The collection for the support of Priests will be taken up next weekend. We are grateful to the Parishioners who recognise our services by contributing to the                    Easter Collection.

Thank you from Mary Clarke on behalf of Western Alzheimers for your generosity on April 1st.
St Mary’s G.A.A. Club na nÓg. Under 8 Boys’Football  every Wednesday evening from 6-7p.m.Under 10 & under 12 Boys Football every Thursday evening from 6.30p.m. to 7.30p.m. Both are held at the Club Grounds in Carnaun.

The Building of Hope Project are presently preparing to construct a residential home for blind orphaned children near Mombasa in Kenya.  Michael Lydon,  Athenry has volunteered to travel along with others to help build this residential home.  He is fundraising on Saturday 23rd April  in Joyces 365 Athenry 

The Athenry News and Views-April/May Issue

Friday, April 22nd is the deadline for News, Sports Items, Photos, Articles etc for publication in the April/May issue of the The Athenry News and Views.  Items about upcoming events in May will be very welcome. Please email your articles/photos to: Gerryahern100@hotmail.com  on or before Friday, April 22nd.

Athenry Tidy Towns group are hosting a  course on Waste Minimisation, presented by Sharon Carroll, in Hansberrys Hotel at 8.00 on Tuesday 19th.  Tidy Towns Easter draw is on Wednesday 20th at 8.00p.m in Hansberrys Hotel.

Athenry Camogie Club and St. Mary's G.A.A. Club are carrying out a fundraising project collecting scrap metal from all households in the parish of Athenry. The collection points are: Athenry Mart and PJ Molloy's mothers yard at Newcastle Athenry
Collection times: Friday April 22nd from 8am to 2pm, Saturday 23rd, Saturday 30th and Saturday May 7th from 8am to 5pm. All metal items are acceptable except microwaves, computers and fridges. Further details contact Mixie Donohue at 087 2456334 or Leo Coffey at 087 2657182. Please support. 
The GREAT WEEK
The Season of Lent closes with HOLY  WEEK

We are invited in the Hour of Jesus.

This week is CENTRAL in the life of the Church

It is the GREAT WEEK for all of us.

        As we recall the death and Resurrection of Jesus.

        We are empowered to die to Sin

        And to rise to a more Committed Christian Life.

HOLY WEEK is a time for REMEMBERING
Christ’s love for each one of us 

He embraces the World from the Cross

He draws each one of us to Himself.

        We remember with joy the Resurrection

        God is alive

        In the person of the Risen Lord

        We share this NEW LIFE.

The Ceremonies of Holy Week

MAKE PRESENT the great moments

Of Jesus’s last week on earth

We are touched by their power

We are invited to be involved

Taking part is an URGENT CALL

On PALM SUNDAY, we walk with the Crowd

We welcome and greet him

On HOLY THURSDAY, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper

Washing of feet reminds us of Jesus’ Example

He calls us to serve others

On GOOD FRIDAY
Where do we stand? With- Peter? ----- Pilate?----- Mary?

Or with those who ran away ?

Holy SATURDAY NIGHT celebrates Christ’s Victory and ours

To make God’s dream for people a reality this year.

         That light will triumph over darkness

         That love will triumph over sin

         That life will triumph over death

         That freedom will triumph over Slavery

Our Deepest Conviction must  BE HOPE:

EASTER calls us to be workers for God’s Kindgom

        a kingdom of truth and life

        a kingdom of holiness and grace

        a kingdom of justice love and peace………

        ATHENRY PARISH FORUM

The five catergories are: 

· Gender Equality 
· Young People 

· Lay Leadership 

· Parish Liturgy 

· Other Current Issues. 

These current issues are:                           

· Parish Community 

· Marriage & Family Life 

· Priesthood, 

· Dealing with present scandals in the Church.

It is now time to try to bring these forward in whatever ways are possible.  We are looking for a Core Group of    5-6 people for four of the five main headings and who would be willing and able to work on finding the ways of bringing them to the community of the parish.  There is already a Liturgy group who will take on this task for that topic.  If you would be willing to get involved in one of these please talk to one of the priests- Fr Tony @ 087 2360272 or Fr Charlie or to a member of the Parish Pastoral Council or ring the Parish Office @ 091 844076.
Lay Leadership Group

The group has had two meetings, exploring formative ideas and the role of lay leadership in the parish. 

There are already many more than a hundred people doing great work in lots of groups (e.g. Baptismal, Children’s Liturgy, Communion, Confirmation, Altar Servers, Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Liturgy, Music, Bethany Group and Pastoral Council). Presently we are a small group – all men - and we are acutely aware of the gender imbalance. We would particularly invite women of all ages who feel they would like to join and contribute to the group to make contact (men are welcome as well). The frequency of meetings would almost certainly be no more than monthly. We would ask all to think sincerely and pray about it. Please pray for the group and its work. 
Contacts Fr Tony King (844076), Fr Charlie McDonnell (844227), Wayne Parker (0872352172), Trevor Tuffy (0872363914), Alfie Deehan (0879694870), Gerry Ryan               (086 0658898).

Gender Equality

We are now examining this issue as a result of the Forum

Anybody interested in this issue is welcome to join a core group which will convene in the coming weeks. Please leave your name at the Parish Office @ 091 844076.

Bethany Bereavement Support Group

The Bethany Bereavement Support Group is a parish based ministry which aims to help those bereaved and grieving who are asking for help.

They provide a “Drop-in Centre” in the Old Presbytery beside the Church on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 8.30p.m.  If you have experienced a bereavement recently or in the past feel welcome to drop in for an informal meeting.

Team members can be contacted as follows:

Margaret 086 8846027              Nóirin-       091 844079

Sr Mary-  087 2190832-             Teresa      087 4170777

Maura –   085 7263570               Clare         087 6781623

Lily          086-1064766               Maura B.   087 6399071

Donna     086 6020028               Helen         087 6391218
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock on Sunday May 8th

Golden Jubilee: Congratulations to                              Martin & Kathleen King 46, Ard Aoibhinn on their              Golden Jubilee. Wishing them health, happiness and God’s blessing. From the Priests and People of the Parish.

Thank you from Athenry Tidy Towns for your generosity.

Athenry Agricultural Show Meeting on 20th April @ 9pm in Raheen Woods Hotel. All members please attend.                  New members also very  welcome. Info: 087 2785819.

okeefe.mary1@gmail.com

