Athenry Parish Newsletter


11th/12th December 2004.

3rd Sunday of Advent.

Athenry Church.

	Sat 11th
	  7.30p.m.
	Brigid Mongan, Ballygurrane.

	Sun 12th
	10.00a.m.
	Maura Farragher-Collins (1st Ann).

	 
	11.30a.m.
	People of the Parish.

	 
	 7.30p.m.
	John Shaughnessy, Cahertubber.

	Mon 13th
	10.00a.m.
	Bridget & Frank Kilkelly, 

Festy & Annie Mc Donnell.

	 
	  7.15p.m.
	Ellen Kelly, The Square.

	Tue 14th
	  8.00a.m.
	Mary Mahon, Ballinloughane (Chapel of Adoration).

	 
	10.00a.m.
	Special Intention.

	Wed 15th
	  8.00a.m.
	Annie & Patrick Madden, 

(Chapel of Adoration).

	 
	10.00a.m.
	Patrick Monaghan, Kingsland.

	Thu 16th
	  8.00a.m.
	Gretta & May Fahey, Raheen.

	 
	10.00a.m.
	Mary & Edward Rooney, James & Delia Lyons & Moira Lyons, 

Barrack St.

	Fri 17th
	10.00a.m.   
	Thomas Healy & Margaret Waddell, Greethill

	 
	   7.15p.m.
	Tommy Mullins, Moorepark.

	Sat 18th
	10.00a.m.
	Martin & Nora Keane, Ballydavid.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Sr. Bernadette Kearney 

(1st Anniversary).

	Sun 19th
	10.00a.m.
	Philomena Flynn, Cross St. 

(1st Anniversary).

	 
	11.30a.m.
	People of the Parish.

	 
	  7.30p.m.
	Mary A. Rabbitte, Church St.


Newcastle Church.

	Sat 11th
	  8.00p.m.
	Joe & Sadie Burke, Ballyboggan.

	Sun 12th
	10.30a.m.
	John & Mary Connor & Peadar Harte, Ballyboggan.

	Sat 18th
	  8.00p.m.
	Paddy & Mamie Molloy, Tiaquin & Mary Ann Molloy, Shudane.

	Sun 19th
	10.30a.m.
	The Morris & Donnellan Families.


The Offertory Collection in Athenry last Weekend amounted to €3,535 (352 envelopes) and €515 in Newcastle, (90 envelopes).   On the Holy Day the Offertory Collection in Athenry amounted to €2,245 (333 envelopes) and €409 (65 envelopes). Thank you for your support for the upkeep of the parish.

Readings next Sunday.

Is. 7:10-14.  Ps. 23.  Rom. 1:1-7.  Mt. 1:18-24.

	We pray for our dead

	Patricia Woods, Castleknock & Athenry;

	John Kelly, Longford (father of Matt Kelly, Palmerstown);

	Joe Fallon, Cashel, Connemara (brother of Frank Fallon & Mary Farrell, Clamper);

	Joe Fergus, Kiltullagh;

	Joseph Burke, Loughrea (uncle of Padraic Melvin, Mountain West).

	May they Rest In Peace


Rosary and Benediction:  5.30p.m. – 6p.m. in the Chapel of Adoration this Sunday.

Monthly Cenacle of the M.M.P.

The Marian Movement of priests, religious and laity takes place on Tuesday 14th December in the Chapel of Adoration (the second Tuesday every month).  The Cenacle is composed of:

7.40p.m.
The Rosary

A Reading from “To the Priests, Our Lady’s Beloved Sons”.

Act of consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, followed by Mass.

All are welcome.

Leaflets explaining the origins of the Marian Movement of Priests are available at the back of the Church.

Movement of Perpetual Prayer for Marriage and Families.
We wish to remind those who have committed themselves to pray for one hour on 15th of each month to please take note the next day of prayer is on Wednesday next, 15th December.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

“Keep watch with the Lord” this Advent by spending time in the Chapel of Adoration.  

Thursday to Sunday: 10a.m. – 9p.m.

Special Family Mass – Feast of the Holy Family.

Next Sunday, 19th December will be a special Christmas Family Mass.  We would like to invite all families particularly all with young children to join the celebration.  You are all very welcome. Parish Envelopes 2005.

The Parish envelopes for 2005 may be collected at the Sacristy in Athenry/Newcastle Church this weekend.  We are very grateful to all who distribute the boxes of envelopes in their areas.

Youth 2000 Mission.
Our thanks to the organizing committee, Margaret Mitchell, Martina Farragher for hospitality and the Youth 2000 team.  To all who helped out and attended.  Mile Buiochas.

St. Mary’s Choir.

Christmas Practice takes place every Tuesday night at 8p.m.  Anyone who would like to join our choir for Christmas is very welcome.

Christmas Dues.

We invite all householders and wage earners to contribute to the support of the priests of the parish.  Envelopes should be brought to the Church at any of the Masses on Christmas Day and placed in the basket at the Offertory Collection.  You will find a white envelope in your box of envelopes.  We would like to record our appreciation to the parishioners who recognise our service and we thank you most sincerely for your generosity.  Extra envelopes for the priests Christmas Collection are available at the Sacristy.

A Word from the Priests.

As parishioners, when we contribute out time, talents and money to the Church, we are investing in ourselves as the people of God, - a sign of hope to the world and a channel of God’s love and compassion to one another.  The people of the Athenry parish have a long and proud record of support for the local churches.  Your generosity towards us as priests in the Priests Collections, - Christmas, Easter, Summer and Autumn – is always appreciated.  We are grateful to the parishioners who recognise our services in this parish and contribute to these collections.

May the Lord reward your goodness.

Stations.

The Priests of the parish would like to express their thanks to:

· The homes that hosted the Stations

· All who attended the station Mass

· The homes who offered to host the next station Mass in their area

We are grateful for the way people support this great tradition in our parish.  It promotes neighbourliness, hospitality and community spirit.  It is an ideal setting to celebrate Mass and to thank God and thank people.  The personal visit by the host family to invite neighbours is appreciated very much.  Thank you for doing so.  As priests, we are most grateful for your welcome and your co-operation.

Athenry Parish Christmas Pageant.  Rehearsals for the Christmas Pageant continue on Monday and Wednesday next at 6p.m.  The Pageant will be performed in Athenry church on Wednesday 22nd December at 7.30p.m.

A presentation of “The Christmas Story” by pupils of Scoil Chroi Naofa will take place in the Church of the Assumption Athenry on Thursday next 16th December at 7.30p.m.  All are welcome.

Carol Singing.

Come and enjoy the lights on Friday, 17th December at 7p.m. at Paul and Margaret Gannon’s house, Mountgarrett.  All donations to Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, Dublin.  5th & 6th class singers from Newcastle will be there.

Arch Star.

The Project Society will erect the Arch Star on Sunday.  The traditional blessing and “Switch On” will take place on Friday evening next, 17th December at 6.30p.m.  All are welcome to join the church choir and sing in the real spirit of Christmas.

Christmas Masses & Confessions:

Tuesday 21st December:


Penitential Service: 8p.m. in Athenry

Visiting Priests will be available for Confessions.  Please come on time for the service.  It will conclude at the above time.

Athenry Confession:


Sunday 19th December:
After each Mass.

Friday 24th December:
10.30a.m. - 11.30a.m.





  2.00p.m. -   3.00p.m.




  
  6.00p.m. -   7.00p.m.

Newcastle Confession:

Saturday/Sunday 18th/19th December:


                                     After Mass

Masses for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day:

Christmas Eve – Athenry:
7.00p.m. & 9p.m.

         
           Newcastle:

8.00p.m.

Christmas Day – Athenry:
10a.m. & 11.30.m.


           Newcastle:

10.30a.m.

Note:
No Evening Mass on Christmas Day.

Congratulations to Stephanie Gannon on being awarded the national young Player of the Year Sportstar Award for Camogie achievements.  From the priests and people of the parish.

The Athenry Playground will be officially opening on Saturday 18th December at 2p.m. at Bridge St.  All are welcome.

Presentation College National Parents Association Meeting takes place on Tuesday night 14th December at 8.30p.m.

Newcastle Community Council Meeting on Thursday night 16th December at 9p.m. re Sale of Work.  All members are asked to attend.

Newcastle Annual Sale of Work.  Sunday 19th December in Athenry Community Hall, after 11.30a.m. Mass.

Athenry Juvenile Club are holding its AGM  at the Club House on Monday 13th December at 8p.m. sharp.  New members welcome.

Fr. Tony King PP	              (091) 844076


Fr. John O Gorman CC      (091) 844227


Fr. Ciaran Blake CC           (091) 844169


Website Address: www.athenry.net	








