Host Family Guidelines
· Students normally arrive by coach from France during the months from February to June each year.

· The coach arrives at a central meeting point – host families collect their students there.

· Two to three French students will be allocated per family, sometimes four depending on the time of year.

· Students require a bed each and families will be allocated either boys or girls (they are never mixed).

· Students are aged between 13 and 17.

· Students depart from the central meeting point in Athenry daily for a day tour at about 8.30am and return each evening at around 6.30pm.  A full programme together with details of students (i.e. number and gender) is given to each host family prior to arrival.
· Families should ensure that students arrive and depart the meeting point safely each day.
· Full board is required.  The students’ requirements are similar to Irish school children – they have a continental breakfast each morning (juice, toast and cereal), a packed lunch (4 slices of bread with filling, a drink of water, a biscuit bar and an apple or packet of crisps) and an evening meal (whatever the family is eating themselves) when they return.  Families should eat with the students whenever possible depending on the programme and times of arrival and departure daily.

· The most important aspect of keeping students is “the welcome”, particularly on the evening of arrival.  Families should be warm and welcoming and make every effort to converse with the students.

· Unless organised by the teacher or included in the programme, no student is allowed out at night under any circumstances.

For further information, please contact:

Karen Smyth

Galway East Tourism

Galway Rural Development Office

Old Church Street

Athenry

Co. Galway

Tel: 091 850687

Email: info@galwayeast.com

