PRESS RELEASE

ACCESSIBILTY TO ATHENRY STATION TO BE GREATLY IMPROVED BY 2007 –Treacy

Mr. Noel Treacy, T.D., Minister for European Affairs, has this week confirmed, that following representations to Iarnród Eireann, he has been informed that Athenry Railway Station, will be made fully accessible to all Passengers, by 2007.

He has also been informed that the downtime for the Barriers at Ballygurrane Crossing are to be reviewed, with a view to eliminating the waiting times, while at the same time, taking all safety concerns into consideration. The Ballygurrane level crossing is now operated automatically, by CCTV, from Iarnród Éireann’s Central Traffic Control in Dublin. 

“There is now a massive level of investment going into our Railways, in terms of Rolling Stock, Rail Infrastructure and Station upgrading. The recent announcement that a Commuter Service to Galway City is to be operated and the Western Rail Corridor reopened, will see Athenry’s status as a major point of transit, enhanced further in the years ahead. 

The Accessibility work, when completed next year, will ensure that all Passengers, including Older People, Parents with Young Children and People with Disabilities, will able to gain comfortable access to Athenry Railway Station thereafter.

I am also pleased to confirm that the downtime for the Barriers at Ballgurrane Crossing are to be reviewed, with a view to moving any queues along more speedily, once the Trains have safely passed through”, concluded Minister Treacy.

Ends.
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For further information contact Philip Hannon on 01-6194398 or 087-2870891

