PRESS RELEASE

TREACY CONFIRMS €13 MILLION ATHENRY SEWERAGE SCHEME FOR 2007

Mr. Noel Treacy, T.D., Minister for European Affairs, has this week confirmed that a €13 million upgrade of Athenry’s existing Sewerage Scheme, is to begin construction later this year.

“I have been concerned for some time with the condition of sewerage facilities in Athenry and this became more pressing last July, when there was a serious discharge of sewerage, into the Clarin River”, Minister Treacy said.

“I have been impressing strongly on my colleague, Mr. Dick Roche, T.D., Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, on the need to begin major remedial work and I am delighted to be able to report, that he has informed me that this major project is to begin construction in 2007”, Minister Treacy added.

Galway County Council is currently awaiting final approval from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. This is expected soon and will allow the Council to prepare tender documents with a view to moving the project swiftly to construction stage.

“This major project will include increased treatment capacity at the wastewater treatment plant, which should make a big difference to the current facilities, which are clearly under major strain. Athenry is a thriving town, with a growing population, which is putting great pressure on the Sewerage Scheme. This €13 million project, when completed, will ensure that the town of Athenry has a modern and efficient waste water system, to take it well into the 21st century”, Minister Treacy concluded.
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