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The beauty of the Group Broadband Scheme is that it empowers Local Communities, in co-operation with our Government, to help themselves at a local level.

The Group Broadband Scheme is designed to promote the rollout of Sustainable Broadband Services in Towns, Villages, Rural hinterlands and underserved Areas of large Towns, on the basis of Local and Regional Authority co-ordination and Community driven Initiatives.

And it is primarily through a Community driven Initiative, that Phase 4 of the Athenry/Craughwell Community Broadband Scheme is being officially launched here this evening.

Even the most technically illiterate amongst us, will be aware of the Internet and vast Information Superhighway which it opens up. Broadband takes the concept forward in allowing an “always on” high speed Connection to the Internet, for a flat Monthly Rate.

As well as cost, the advantages of Broadband are many. Internet access is immediate and everything works faster, from downloading emails and files (including pictures and photographs) to viewing Movies, Listening to Radio and Music tracks.

 I think that it is no exaggeration to say that Broadband is arguably the most important development of the past Decade, and within a very few years, it has become the single most important Technology for Business, Commerce, Education, Health and a huge contributor to Social Inclusion. This Government firmly believes that the availability of open-access Telecoms infrastructure is necessary, for the attraction of Business and Investment Opportunities to the Regions.

Despite some recent publicity to the contrary, the Irish Broadband Market is growing strongly and many indicators reflect this. The fact is that there were more than a quarter of a million Subscribers by the end of 2005, which represents growth of 90% in 12 months. 

This shows real demand for Broadband. The Central Statistics Office recently found that almost 150,000 new Households purchased PC’s over the last year, while the share of  SME’s using Broadband has almost doubled in this time.

Broadband is of course a wonderful Educational tool for our Young People. In this regard the National Schools Broadband Project is also progressing well. There are 3,900 first and second level Schools Nationwide and almost 3,000 Schools have been connected to Broadband so far. 75% of all Schools have had Broadband installed and the remaining Schools should be Broadband enabled within months.

In supporting this Initiative so enthusiastically, the People of Athenry and Craughwell have shown a great appetite for embracing new Technology, to improve their Local Communities.

Through this Community driven and Government backed Scheme, a state of the art Wireless Broadband Service will be available in the Townlands adjacent to Athenry and Craughwell, in a 10km radius.

I would like to pay a special tribute to the Co-operative who have driven this Scheme and done so much to make it a reality, especially the Members of the Technical Committee:

· Brendan Boulter

· Brian Quinn and

· Eoin Ward

And the Finance Committee:

· Paul Mitchell

· John Moylan

· Eamonn Murray and

· Tomás Thompson

But the main tribute should go the Local People of Athenry and Craughwell and its surrounds, who have embraced this wonderful fountain of Knowledge and Communication with such relish.

I very much look forward to the continuing rollout of this Scheme and I look forward to its continuing expansion into the future, to the benefit of the broader Athenry and Craughwell Communities. 

Ends.
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